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Foreword

Numerous works have been written 1n the west as well
as 1n India on the different phases of Buddhist religion
and thought and attempts at a systematic presentation
of some of the main philosophical teachings of the more
popular schools have also been made from time to
time. But a complete history of Buddhust philosophy,
based on the original Pali and Sanskrit Texts and
their learned commentaries by Indian and trans-Indian
scholars of the times and also on the fragments which
are available as Purvapakshas in various Sanskrit works
of the Hindus and Jains, 15 still a great desideratum,
The chapters on Buddhist philosophy in the several
standard works on Indian Philosophy are necessarily
bisef, being confined to the essentials ; and a thorough
and cntfical work on the entire Buddhist philosophy,
more or less on the lines of Prof. Stcherbatsli’s
Buddhist Logic, has not yet appeared 1n any language.

In these ciwrcumstances, therefore, the step which the
author of the present monograph has taken 1n summing
up the results of the studies of modern scholars in the
field of Buddhust phiosophico-religious thought and
presenting them in a popular form in the vernacular may
be regarded in some quarters as a bold one. Bold it
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certainly 15, butitisa highly welcome attempt and
represents a step in the nght direction, In fact the
author has succeeded in bringing ouf, as a result of his
studies through long years, an excellent readable work
on the subject, the hke of which does not perhaps
exist in Hindi or 1n any other vernacular literature of
India. The book does indeed claim to be onginal,
A glance through its pages would convince the reader
of the critical acumen and powers of discretion with
which the raw materals of scattered and drsjointed
researches of individual scholars working 1n  different
ages and with different mental predilections have been
reduced toa system and invested wath a meaning.
There is n6 doubt that some of the chapters, especially
those on Sunyavada and Buddhist Tentras, may be
regarded as fresh contributions in a sense, 1n the form
in which they are presented to the readers, to a
knowledge of the subject derived from any of the
Indian Vernaculars.

The work 1s divided into five parts dealing respec-
tively with the essentials of ancient Buddhism, with the
evolution of Dharma, with the philosophical schools,
with Logic and Mysticism and with the propagation
of Buddlusm 1n foreign countries. It seems to me
that a separate section devoted to a consideration of
the 1nfluence of the currents of early and contem.
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porary Indian philosophy on the origin and develop.
ment of Buddhist Thought and of the manner in
-/hich Hindu and Jain schools of thought reacted to
the growing developmen! of philosophical ideas of the
Buddhists should have been added. 1t is well known
that works on Vedanta, Nyaya, Vaishesika, Sankhya
Yoga, Mimansa, Saiva Agama and Jainism contain
not only nominal references to specific Buddhist views
but aiso actual quotatrons of passages from original
Buddhist texts and summaries of arguments 1 support
of those wiews. In the present state of our imperfect
knowledge, it may not be possible to trace all those
quotations to the sources and to verify each of these
views. But assuming therr general correctness we have
to base on them, on the actual texts accessble to wus, a
working knowledge of the system asa whole, No
history of Buddhist philosophy would thus be com-
plete without a consideration of these views in therr
proper setting,

The first part of the baok ( pp. 1~~110 ) contains
In seven chapters a short account of the Buddhist
religious thought 1n its earliest stages. Itisa review
of Indian society and religion 1n the days of the Buddha
and of the moral and religious teachings of the teacher,
Alist of the canonical hterature of early Buddhism,
Epteseneted m the Pali Tripitakda and a discourse on
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the four noble Truths revealed to the Buddha together
with his ’phnlosophical speculations have also been
added. The theory of Natural causation (wefea"agef)
and the Buddha's views on Matter (vow &era), Soul
(wrm), God ({x¥t) and Rebirth have been expounded.
In connection with the Four Truths there appearsa
short analysis of the eight-fold path said to have been
discovered by the Buddha. This eight-fold path s
actually one path, known as the Middle Path, the path
which avoidss the extremes.

The second part ( pp. 111-189 ) has five chapters
dealing with the Nikayas or the eighteen sects, the
Mahayana Sutras, the three Bodies of the Buddha and
Nirvana, The section on Nikayas 1s useful, It presents
the views on the eighteen Nikayas according to the
commentary on Kathavatthu and Vasumitra’s work and
shows that the Mahayana 1s a developed form grown out
of the Andhaka sect comung down from the Mahaa
sanghikas. The special doctrinal features distinguishing
the Mahayana from the Hinayana are shown. These
relate to the concepts of Bodhisattva, three-fold Buddha-
kaya, ten bhumies or spirtual stagesand Nirvana and to
the introduction of the Bhakti element as an important
characteristic of spiritual life. Of the 18 sects the tenets
of the Mahasanghikas and Sammitryas alone have
been taken up for discussion as being comparatively
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unportant. The Mahasanghikas represented the esoteric
view-point and consequently their athitude to Buddha,
Arhat, Bodhisattva etc, was far removed frofm the more
popular views of the Theravadins. We know that the
Pancharatra conception of Visuddha Sattva, as entirely
free from the admuxture of Rajas and Tamas, bears a
strong contrast to the conception of Sattva recognised
in Sankhya and the allied schools in which, even in
its utmost purity, the disturbing elements of Rajas and
Tamas donot cease to exist. This differential outlook
stands at the bottom of the difference of the entire
structure of mediaeval Vaishnava thought o all its
traditional ramifications from the orthodox schools. The
flowering of the Bhakt: philosophy would riot have been
possible except on the soil prepared by belief in the
doctrine of Immaculate Sattva, Simlarly the conception
of Bindu or Kundalini in the Shaiya Agamas, known
also as Mahamaya, is to be sharply distingmished from
that of Maya in the popular literature. The entire
culture of the Tantras, with tts recognition of Mantras,
Mantresvaras and mantramahesvaras and of a pure and
bright world beyond the reach of Maya has 1ts roots 1n
the assumption of this principle of pure immateriality
The doctrines of the Mahasanghikas and of the
Andhakas, in many of therr features, are closely analo-
gous to those of the historical schools where Suddha
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Sattva and Bindu are recognised. The franscendental
character ( #iat ) of the Buddha 15 only different
mode of etpressing what the Pancharatras would call
his supernatural ( wargn ) status ; and the absence of
Sasrava dharmas in hun means only that he 15 above the
defilements of :1mpure Matter.

The views of the Sammutiyas in regard to the Soul
( gxne wrg ) are peculiar. The chapter on the Maha-
yana sutras which follows gives an account of such
works as Saddharma Pundarika, Prajna paramita
( different recensions ), Ganda Vyuha, Dasabhumika
sutra, Ratnakuta, Samadhiraja, St khavativyuha,
Lankaratara and Suvarna Prabhasa. The three Vehi-
cles, viz, Sravaka, Pratyeka-Buddha and Bodhisattva,
are described 1n the next chapter, The four stages
of the old Sravakayana are mentioned, showing how
an ordinary sonl ( gwy ®a) enters into the stream
of spiritual life and continues to make regular progress
towards meditation. A detailed analysis of this pro-
gressive spiritual journey should have been furnished,
The author’s statement of the meaning of the term
Anagami 1s not quite clear, for if the Anagamu does
not reappear on the physical plane ( siqmg ) and even
on any of the supra-physical planes, how is he to be
distinguished from the Arhat ? The destruction of
the first five ont of the ten Samyojanas precludes the
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posibility of return to the Kamaloka but so long as
the other samyojanas persist, the condrtion of bodily
emancipation of Arhat can not arise. In case of death
at such an incomplete stage the saint is bound to
return on a higher plane, evidentdy :n Brahma-.
loka. Perfection 1n the third meditation leads to
rebirth in the Suddhavasa heaven, though a lower
meditation causes re-emergence in a lower heaven.
The state of Arhat corresponds roughly to that of the
Vedantic Jivanmukti. It1s a conditon of Nirvana in
the sense that attachment and klesas have disappeared,
though the Skandhas still persist. On the disintegration
of Skandhas ilife ceases and true Nirvana takes
place, The aim of a Sravaka 1s to become an
Arhat n lfe and then to realise Nirvana on 1its
extinction, But the Pratyeka Buddha stands on a
higher level, in as much as lis spirtual strength
1s greater enabling him, unlike a Sravaka, to discover

the Light within his heart dispensing with the
necessity of reliance on external sources of illumination,

But even the Pratyeka Buddha, inspite of his relative
spintuality, 15 unable to look beyond his narrow
personal horizon and strive to be a Bodhisattva for the
true welfare of the entire creation, The ideal of the
Bodhisattva is the absolute selflessness of the Buddha
whose strivings in the cause of the world emancipation
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are unceasing. The opinion of the Srimala Sutra that
in reality the three yanas are successive stages of one
and the same path ts to be accepted as representing the
correct view-point. The conflicting positons of the
divergent lines of approach are easily explained in the
light of the theory of Saktipata to which the Agamas
attach great mmportance. The inherent differences in
the basic character of the evolving souls account for
apparent differences 1n their outer behawiour.

While speaking of the Bodhisattva the author has
taken pains to go into details regarding the ongin of
Bodhichitta and the stages through which it passes into
the perfection of the Buddha. The initial and prepa-
ratory process of Anuttara Puja and the assumption
of Paramitas have been carefully described. The final
Paramuta 1s that of Prajna or Supreme Wisdom which
follows from a closely disciphned Samadhi and ends
in the inauguration of the Buddha condition.

The chapter on the Triple Kaya or Body of the
Buddha is brightly written, Western and Japanese
Scholars have done a lot of spade work in this field and
have tried to bring out the true sigificance of each of the
Kayas : the labours of Levi, Poussin, Suzuk: and others
have already cleared up most of the thick mists which
gathered round this question, The Dharma, Sambhoga
and Nirmana Kayas have been compared to the concepts
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of Nirguna Brahma, Isvara and Avatara respectively.
But 1t appears to me that there is a closer resemblance
to the conceptions of the three so-called Avasaras of
the Tantras, Viz, Laya, Sambhoga, and Adhikara corres-
ponding in a sense to Siva, Sadasiva and Isvara. (1)

The descripticn of the ten Bodhisattva bhumis
follows next. It is a short note and does not call for any
special comment. The chapter on Nirvana contains
within a brief compass most of the important points
which a study of Pali and Sanskrit Buddhist works ( in
origional or in Tibetan and Chinese translations )
discloses. The general conception of Nirvana according
to the older canons followed by the specific views of
particular sects including Sthaviravadins, Vaibhasikas,
Saotrantikas and the Mahayanists has been clearly

(i) The conception of Nirmana Kaya or Nirmana Chitt+
is fammliar to the school of Patanjali. It is assumed by the
Yogin in response to the need for preaching Wisdom, as
was the case with Paramarsi Kapila in communicating the
secrets of Shastitantra. It may be assumed by the Supreme
Isvara also, as Udayana observes in the Kusumanojali,
The Buddhists did not distinguish between one type of
Nirmasa Kaya and another, but Patanjali laid emphasis
on the existence of such a distinction, saying that of all its
varieties that which originates through Dhyana or Samadhi
'is the best, being free from the contaminations of Karma-
kaya,
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stated. Even 1n the older school we find two apparently
conflicting views regarding Nirvana —one associated with
the Vaibhasikas who believed 1n 1t as positive and the
other with the Sautrantikas whose attitude was distinctly
negative in character. Of course, there was a difference
of views also even 1n the same sect, The Sautrantikas
held that the Skandhas are not all umform, some being
destroyed in Nirvana and others surviving 1t. The
Vaibhasikas as a rule believed in the woctrine ot Survival.
A brief resume of most of the views has been supphed
in the book. It has been shown that the secret of much
of the difference between Hinayana and Mahayana hes
1 the fact that while 1n one view there 1s emphasts on
subjective nilsbism ( gga® ¥ewa ) or elimination of
the obscuration ( Wtats ) of klesas only, 1n the other
we find stress lud on both subjective and objective
nthilism ( wd Aoma ) cor elimmnation of the obscurations
of klesas as well as dharmas, The point of difference
between the Hinayana and Mahayana conceptions
have been brought out clearly 1n a tabular form.

., The thrd part of the book ( pp. 190-337)
divided into 7 chapters, 1s probably the inost important,
It devotes itself to a more or less exhaustive treat-
ment, of course consistently with the popular form
of the work, of the central philosophical doctrines of
the Vaibhasika, Sautrantika, Yogachara and Madhya-
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muka - schools, preceded by a general intreduction
dealing with the .queston of the development of
Buddhist thought. In hus treatment of each of the
schools the author has added some historical notes
relevant to it, and the appropriate bibliographical data
(original texts ) concerned. The presentation of the
views 15, generally speaking lucid, faithful and
intelligible, except 1n the case of the Vaibhasika system,
where 1 my opinion he would have done a distinct
service to the cause of Buddhist philosophy if he
had tried to present in a systematical way the summary
of the contents of the Abhidharma kosa. Now that the
excellent French edition of Poussin and the Sanskrit
commentary of Yasomitra ( published from Japan )
are available, the preparation of such a summary would
not have been so difficult, He has utilised the Kosa
undoubtedly in the section on the Vaibhasika, but only
in a loose and unconnected manner, The sections on
Vinana and Sunyavadas are based on the standard
works of the ‘Schools, Viz. Vinaptimatrata Siddhs
( smaller and larger ) and Madhyanuka Karikas ( with
Chandrakirtr's gloss ), What 1s objectionable and
uncalled for in this presentation 1s the so-called Samiksha
of the doctrines as tn some of the non-Budd’hist works.
It is well known that most of the Buddhist views have
been subjected to a critical exanunation by many of the
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contemporary and subsequent philosophical writers of
the Brahmanical and Jain schools. This is natural
in polemics. But what the reader expects to find in a
work on Buddhist philosophy 1s a faithful presentation
of the Buddhist stand-point itself and not its refutation
from the view-point of the opponent. We are not
concerned here so much with the history of a contro-
versy or with the merits of particular tenets as with a
lucid and reliable version of the tenets as such.

In this connection 1t may also be pomnted out that
special treatments should have been accorded to such
doctrines as those of the Flux ( wuwg) etc. which
have been made the targets of attacks from both
orthodox and non-orthodox quarters. Indeed we
expected a historico-philosophical survey of the so-called
Ksanikavada among the Buddhists. The conception
of Avasthaparinama among the yogins 1s the nearest
equivalent of the Buddhist view, except for what may
be described as the extreme position of the Buddhists
leaning  towards fagragmn 1 connechion with the
origination and disappearance of phenomena. An
analysis of the WVithichitta together with Bhavanga
would bave been a valuable psychological contribution
to our knowledge of the subject, (2)

(2) Dr, S. Mookerjee in his excellent work on the Buddhist
Philosophy of Flux ( 1935 ) has made a valuable contribu-
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In spite of these hmilations, however it may be
said that the whole of the third part 1sa very valuable
contribution. It is the cream of the whole work and
reflects great credit on 1ts writer for the great learning
displayed 1n it and the lucid style of its presentation.

The fourth part (pp. 379—460) deals with
Buddhist Logic, spiritual  disciplines and Tantrika
Mysticism. As regards Logic, the author 1s indebted
to the wrnitings of Dignaga, Dharmottra, Dharmakurts,
etc. and to the monumental work on the subject by the
veteran Russian Indologist, Professor Th. Stcherbastky
of the University of Leningrad.

The chapter on Buddhist yoga derives much of its
material from Buddhaghosa’s Visuddhimagga. In view
of the gravity of the subject, the arrangement and
presentation appear in my optnion to be a little desultory
in character. It 1s well known that the Pali literature,
specially the Abhidhamma section of the canons and
most of Buddhaghosa’s Commentaries, contain a wealth

tion to Buddhist Philosophy in the way of a critical exami-
nation of the doctrines of Dignaga’s school——especially those
associated with the names of Dignaga, Dharmakirti, Dhar-
mottara and others. His notes on the nature of existence,
the theory of flux, the Sautrantika theory of causation, the
doctrines of universals and import of words ( Apoha ) the
coaceptiop of kalpana and the Buddhist views on percepiual
and inferential knowledge are critical and informative,
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of formation on the theory and practice of yoga
among the early Buddhists, The Mahayanists also
devoted their attention and energies to the practice of
voga and to a methodical analysis of its theory from
their own pnints of view, The Abhidharmakosa too 1s
full of imporfant material en which a theory of yoga,
according to its conception, may be built up. The chapter
on yoga would have been enriched greatly if an attempt
had been made to furnsh in a nutshell, asit were,
the entire history of the theory and practice of yoga
among the Buddhists from the earliest times.

The Chapter on Tantric Buddhism seeks to provide
~ome origmal information on the teachings of a few
of the later Mahayamst schools, wiz, Mantrayana,
Vajrayana, Sahajayana, and Kalachakrayana, It 1s
an interesting chapter and considering the paucty
of material concerning detalls may be deemed to have
been sufficiently well written. The writer has utilised
the works of Anangavajra, Advayavaira and others, and
also the Buddlist Dohas ascribed to the Siddhacharya
and recovered from Nepal,

For Kalachakrayana the author 1s indebted to
Naropa’s commentary on Sekoddesa (recently published).
As the system 1s not widely known to-day the contents
of this book should have been more hiberally utihsed.
All the post-Mabayanic Tantric schools have certain
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points of difference also. We have heard ‘much of
Mantra Naya as distinguished from Prajna Naya, but
it 15 true that in the midst of this distinction there is a
bond of secret affinity. I miss in this part a staternent
ot the theory of paravritti or reversion to which
Mahayana Sutralankara, Trimsika, Lankavatara etc.
refer. The cultural phase of Mahayamc sadhana is
closely associated with the doctrine of transformation,
and this cannot be intelligible without an appreciation
of the thory of paravritti. Asa matter of fact the
process of sublimation itself to which the work iefers
mmplies paravritti. ( 3 )

The last chapter ( pp, 461-512 ), which considers
the question of the spread of Buddhism through succes-
stve centuries is of a historical nature and need not detain
us long, It gives us an idea as to how India through
the regenerating and soothing influence of this faith,
with its moral fervour, intelieetual appeal and spiritual
stamuna, helped to civilise humanity 1n the neighbous
ring countries and how for hundreds of years there
continued to be maintained a living ntercourse between
India and those lands, It 1s a graphic account of the
manner in which India propagated its Gospel of Peace
and Good Will to the world at large.

(3) For a brief note on prravrstti see Dr, P, C. Bagchi’s
Studies in the Tantras! Pt. I ), pp. 87-92.
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Buddhism dechined in the land of its birth but 1t
feft behind a nch legacy of thought which gave rise
to and coloured diverse thought currents in the
mediaeval ages. Mm. H. P, Shastn discovered hving
Buddhism in Bengal, The Nath Cult received a strong
rmpetus from Buddhist and Tantric speculations. The
Sahajiyas and Bauls in Bengal, the Santas of Upper
India and followers of Mahima Dharma in  Onssa
inhented strong Buddhist traditions of an esoteric
nature, [ think a bnef rewiew of these crypto-
Buddhist speculations in the nuddle ages would not be
altogether useless 1n a treatise which has for 1is
objective the presentation of Buddhist thought,

in the end, I congratulate Pandit Baldeva
Upadhyaya on having successfully fulfiled a self-
imposed and heavy task the enornuty of which staggers
even giants. [ commend this admuable work to the
attention of the Hindi reading pubbc and to the
advanced students of the Umversity 1n the hope that it
will find in them a sympathetic response which for the
labours mvolved 1n 1ts cocmpletion 1t so richly deserves,

Gopinath Kaviraj.
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